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Quakers." Had there been Quakers, or anti-Calvinists of any descrip- 
tion, endeavoring to plant heresies among the good people of Salem in 
1629, the church covenant would have included, no doubt, a sufficiently 
stringent creed. 

But while we are not inclined to magnify the importance of this con- 
troversy, we cannot but admire the Christian candor, calmness, and 
courtesy with which it is conducted on Judge White's part. The fin- 
ished volume was brought to him on his death-bed, and there certainly 
could not have been a word in it which, in his closing hours, he could 
wish unwritten. We are glad to have this parting and valued memo- 
rial of one whose scholarly gifts and endowments, civic services, social 
graces, and saintly virtues gave him a large place and insure for him a 
blessed memory in the heart of our whole community. 



20. — Memoir of Nathaniel Emmons ; with Sketches of his Friends 
and Pupils. By Edwards A. Park. Boston : Congregational 
Board of Education. 1861. 8vo. pp. 468. 

We doubt whether in the theology of New England any other man 
has been so influential as Dr. Emmons. Never has there lived a man 
who was more completely the master, or more abjectly the slave, of 
logic than he. It would be as easy to find an ill-made joint in a Vulcan- 
wrought suit of armor, as a loose link in his reasoning. But where 
there was no flaw in his argument, the intrinsic improbability of a con- 
clusion, or its inconsistency even with fundamental beliefs, made no im- 
pression whatever upon his mind. A reductio ad absurdum would have 
been wholly void with him ; for he never started from premises that he 
doubted, and he knew himself incapable of false deductions from his 
premises. His error no doubt consisted in his regarding the truths of 
theology and the facts of religion as all measurable by logical standards, 
whereas many of them, " passing all understanding," are beheld by di- 
rect intuition, or received by a simple act of faith. We are not going 
to criticise Dr. Emmons's doctrinal system ; for such criticism would be 
out of place here ; but in all his statements of doctrine, where we agree 
with him as well as where we differ from him, we notice a certain an- 
thropomorphism, as if he were incapable of imagining a Supreme Being 
or a moral universe greater than he could define and comprehend. 

But while he undoubtedly developed the logical faculty to such an 
inordinate degree as to derange somewhat the proportions of his intel- 
lectual nature, he was a truly great man in mind, life, and character, — 
one of the giants whose race we fear has become extinct. His indus- 
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try was incredible, — such profound study on the driest themes, mixed 
with still more elaborate thinking ; such multitudes of sermons and 
essays carefully prepared for the press ; and such a thorough filling of 
his soul with themes on which his hastiest writing or unwritten speech 
seemed overflowingly rich ! His power over the minds of others has 
had few parallels in his profession. Hardly leaving his old study-chair 
in the obscure village where he spent nearly seventy years of his life, 
he moved pulses of thought and sentiment beyond the Alleghanies and 
beyond the ocean. Nearly one hundred divines had been his pupils, 
not nominally, but really, deriving from him ways of thinking and 
reasoning which they else would never have formed, and from distant 
parishes and far-off missionary fields looking and listening with undi- 
minished reverence to the sage of Franklin. Nor is his private and 
domestic life less attractive. Precise, quaint, and whimsical, he ap- 
pears always kind, generous, and genial ; beautiful in the simple amen- 
ities and charities of a Christian household, blending equal tenderness 
and firmness under the early sorrows that made his home desolate, 
and majestic beyond description as he meets the frequent visitations of 
the death-angel to his family in his own old age and infirmity. A life 
of ninety-six years, a pastorate of sixty-eight, left him in the front rank 
of the living for a whole generation, and gave him almost the experi- 
ence of a posthumous fame. His character was too massive, his intel- 
lectual and spiritual life too great and manifold, the ramifications of his 
influence too various and labyrinthal, while his external history was too 
brief and uneventful, to permit a Memoir of him to be written in the usual 
way. Professor Park has brought together, in a well-arranged series 
of chapters, a great mass of materials, which might serve for a history 
of Congregationalism. In much of the work he was the mere com- 
piler of these materials ; in the portion written by his own hand, we 
never miss his accustomed grace, point, and power. 



21. — Annals of the American Pulpit ; or, Commemorative Notices of 
distinguished American Clergymen of various Denominations, from, 
the early Settlement of the Country to the Close of the Tear Eighteen 
Hundred and Fifty-Five. With Historical Introductions. By Wil- 
liam B. Sprague, D. D. Volume VII. Methodist. 8vo. pp. 848. 

We have the promise of a review of this volume for our next num- 
ber from a contributor who cannot fail to do it justice. Meanwhile we 
would say that Dr. Sprague's work even grows in interest with its 
progress. Each volume mines an entirely new vein, opens the view 



